
Private First Class Ira H. Hayes, USMC,
Pima Native American

     Ira Hayes, shown here in 1943 at age nineteen
at Marine Corps Paratroop School, earned fame
for being the only Native American and one of six
Marine flag-raisers at Iwo Jima, later
memorialized in the famous Marine Corps bronze
memorial near Arlington National Cemetery.
Three of those six Marines subsequently lost their
lives, and Hayes remained a reluctant and modest
hero because the surviving Marines did not
receive the same recognition.
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